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CAMPUS PRINCIPAL APPOINTMENT 
 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
There are various scholarships available to support students who will be continuing secondary school or 
attending university in 2020.  Applicants are encouraged to apply for as many scholarships that they may be 
eligible for.  A detailed list of scholarships is at the back of the newsletter.   
 

MOBILE PHONES IN 2020 
 
On 26 June 2019, the Minister for Education, the Hon. James Merlino MP, announced a new mobile phone 
policy for every government school in Victoria.   
The new mobile phone policy comes into effect from Term 1, 2020, and requires that students who choose to 
bring mobiles phones to school must have them switched off and securely put away during school hours.  
 
The role of technology 
We live in an exciting and technology-rich world and mobile phones are an important modern-day 
communication tool.  The school acknowledges that access to a mobile phone by children is important to 
many of our families in providing a sense of safety for their child while travelling to and from school, and for 
confirming or changing after school arrangements. 
 
Managing the impact of mobile phones 
Mobile phones often create disruptions and distractions in classrooms. Establishing a ómobile phone free 
zoneô helps teachers to establish and maintain a focused and productive teaching and learning environment.  
 
Research has found that mobile phones can be disruptive in classrooms and open to misuse at school (e.g. 
accessing inappropriate content, cyberbullying, and unauthorised photography). Additionally, research shows 
that the unregulated presence of mobile phones in classrooms can undermine studentsô capacity to think, 
learn, remember, pay attention and regulate emotion. A summary of recent, relevant research is available on 
the Department of Education and Trainingôs website. 
 
At recess and lunchtime our school also values the opportunity for students to communicate with each other 
face-to-face or be involved in activities rather than being focused on a device, particularly when using the 
device to engage with social media. 
The new policy does acknowledge that technology is increasingly impacting the way in which students learn 
and communicate.  Therefore, when a student has been given explicit permission to access and use such 
devices to enhance learning by the classroom teacher, mobile phones will be permitted for that specific 
purpose. 
 
Emergency situations 
In the event of an emergency or if you need to contact your child, I ask that families contact the staff in the 
campus offices who will pass on a message as needed. The school acknowledges that this new policy may 
require some adjustments. As such, I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in its 
implementation. 
 

I am very pleased to announce the appointment of Richard Dungey to the position of 
Senior Campus Principal.  Richard is currently Assistant Principal at Traralgon College 
which is also a multi campus school.  He is very experienced and has had a stint as an 
acting Primary School Principal last year.   
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2020 PLANNING 
 
All schools are entitled to 4 pupil free days including the first day of the school year.  The 2020 student free days 
are: 
 
Term 1-  Day 1 (teachers return) Tuesday 28th January (mandated) 
 
Term 2- Curriculum Day  Tuesday 19th May 
                  Report Writing Day  Friday 12 June 
 
Term 3- Curriculum Day Tuesday 4th August 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FORWARD PLANNING ï THE START OF THE 2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
As many families are planning their summer holidays it is important to note that ALL STUDENTS will commence 
on Wednesday 29 January 2020. 

Monday 2 December - Thursday 5 December Year 10 Students óStep Upô Program 

Tuesday 3 December  Year 11 2020 VCAL Information Night 

Monday 9 December - Thursday 12 December Year 9 Students óStep Upô Program 

Friday 6 December Year 8 Awards ï sessions 5 & 6 

Friday 6 December Year 9 Awards ï sessions 3 & 4 

Monday 3 December  Year 11 2020 VCAL Information Night 

Monday 9 December  Year 7 Awards ï sessions 5 & 6 

Tuesday 17 December   Year 12 Graduation and Awards Night  

Friday 20 December     Last Day of Term 4 



 

Art & Design Exhibition 2019 

Congratulations to our artists, designers, singers and musicians! 

The annual Mill Park Secondary College Art & Design Exhibition was officially opened on 
Wednesday 13 November at the City of Whittlesea Council ñGreat Hallò in South Morang. 
The exhibition was viewed by students, parents and teachers from the college and the local 
community. 
  
Attendees at the opening night, were not only inspired by the outstanding VCE art and 
design work on display, but also by the highly creative garments produced by the Fabric 
Design Technology students and the talented musicians who performed their original 
compositions as part of the College Kool Skools CD launch. 
  
Thank you to College Principal Ms Trish Horner for officially opening the Art & Design 
Exhibition and launching the CD and Arts/Design Technology staff for their outstanding input 
to make it a success. Parents and staff for showing their support for the students throughout 
the year and attending the annual Art/Design Exhibition.  
  
Congratulations to all the student exhibitors and staff who contributed to this yearôs Art & 
Design Exhibition.  A special thank you to the following staff: 

Visual Arts: Anita Burum, Tracy Allendar, Kylie Wren, Jackie Wilson, Dianne Dickenson, Adele Ousilinis, 
Stephen Damen 
Design Technology: Karen Szitarity, 
Food Technology: Chris Usher, Helene Johnston 
Music: Wendy Nagel, Brett Gaskett, Emily Beck, John Milton, Serge De Leucio, Radha Claridge, Penny 
Bohan. 
Student CD cover designers: Courtnee D and Chelsea K.  
   

Congratulations also to students: Claudia A, Ethan C & Felix W, Skye S, Henry W, and Kerry Y who have been selected to 
perform their original songs at the Kool Skools Awards Night on Thursday 5th December - 6pm ï 10 pm at the Thornbury 
Theatre, 859 High St Thornbury. 
 


